
Brightly Smile and Sweetly Sing - Updates as at 21st April 2014 
 

MusicArtsDance Screens in association with  
Solferino Cinemas present 
Brightly Smile and Sweetly Sing:    
Rare Films of Ireland 
Premieres in the Blue Mountains  
Sunday 11th May - 1pm 
Lawson Hall (Mechanics’ Institute)  Lawson 
Irish Poet Charles Wolfe’s words ‘Brightly Smile and Sweetly 
Sing’ epitomize the perseverance of the Irish culture as 
storytellers, artists and optimists despite historical hardship and 
oppression.  This programme of rare films, living culture and 
unknown tales never before screened in Australia covers the 
fascinating history, culture and poetry of Ireland. The 
programme includes the extraordinary unknown story of African 
American slave Frederick Douglass and his escape to Ireland in 
1844 that fortified his spirit in his fight to end slavery to be 
presented by guest speaker American actor Don Battee (The 
Sapphires, The Matrix, X-Men Wolverine).  Other films include 
the remarkable work of The Book of Kells from the Middle Ages 
as well as a portrait of contemporary poet Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill 
who writes her haunting and other-worldly poems in Irish.  The programme will be interspersed with short 
but informative background talks into Irish history and culture.  This is a unique programme showing as a 
once only Special Event in the Blue Mountains with music, afternoon tea provided and open to all ages.    
Inquiries and Bookings: info@musicartsdance.com.   www.solferinocinemas.com   0466 391 146 
 

Segment 1:  The Work Of Angels - the Book of Kells (Documentary 2000)  
Director:  Murray Grigor, Producer:  Louis Lentin (Rated G, 55 mins) 
An award-winning film on how the greatest Irish work of art to survive from the Middle Ages came to be 
made on the edge of the then known world. From the intricacies of its most minute details to the mastery 
of the overall design of its great illuminated pages, the film reveals in close-up photography the glorious 
achievement of the medieval artists and scribes. Includes an introductory talk on the cultural ethos of 
Ireland, its particular religious and literate background, its reputation as a magical place and a land of 
music, song, poetry and self-determination.  

Segment 2:  Frederick Douglass and the White Negro (Documentary 2008). 
Director:  John J. Doherty, Producer: Catherine Lyons (Rated PG, 52 mins) 
This film tells the story of the 19th century ‘Martin Luther King’ and his escape from slavery, leading him 
across the Atlantic to refuge in Ireland on the eve of the Great Famine in 1844. The film focuses on the 
powerful influence Ireland had on him as a young man where he witnessed white people in what he 
considered to be a worse state than his fellow African Americans back in the US.  It also explores the 
turbulent relationship between African Americans and Irish Americans in general. Aside from revealing a 
piece of history long obscured, the film gives us a fascinating glimpse into the relations between Irish and 
African-Americans. 
Presented by Don Battee who will speak on the true and far more participatory nature of African 
American slaves in Irish and British Colonial History that has been forgotten.  Battee will talk both about 
Frederick Douglass and ‘Terra’, his own project on Australia’s own ex-African/American slaves in the 
founding of NSW and their relationship to the Irish Convicts. 

Segment 3:  Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill –Taibhsí I Mbéal Na Gaoithe (Documentary  2007) 
Director:  Pat Collins  Producers:  Niamh Ní Bhaoill, Philip King (Rated G, 50 mins) 
A film on one of Ireland’s most celebrated contemporary poets.  With the skill of a born storyteller the poet 
describes in this one-hour programme the landmark events that have helped to shape her life weaving an 
incredible tale of displacement, true love, tragedy, violence, and joy.  Peppered with her lyrically beautiful 
Irish language poems and writings, Taibhsí i mBéal na Gaoithe sweeps the viewer up and carries them 
through the enthralling story of her life and work.  This segment will be presented with a small talk on 
Celtic Storytelling and Poetry and its context within ancient and contemporary Irish masters of verse along 
with a brief history of the Irish/Celtic language. Accompanied by a the short film Cruschen On (Short 
Film 1995) by Catherine Lyons. 



Brightly Smile and Sweetly Sing - Updates as at 21st April 2014 
 

 
Premiere 
Sunday 11th May 1pm - 4.30pm 
Lawson Hall (Mechanics Institute) 
284 Great Western Highway 
Lawson  2783 
Tickets $25  
 

 
Bookings:   
Internet:  www.trybookings.com/EUNA 
Phone:  0466 391 146 
Email:  info@musicartsdance.com 
 

Touring 
June and July 2014:  Sydney, Mudgee, Bathurst, Newcastle  Details:  www.solferinocinemas.com 
“Brightly Smile and Sweetly Sing” is a line by Irish Poet Charles Wolfe 1791-1823. 
 
Presented with the Assistance of the Irish Film Institute, IFI International/Irish Film Institute, Arts 
Council and Culture Ireland. 

       
 
Presented by MusicArtsDance Screens in Association with Solferino Cinemas.  Initiated with the kind assistance 
of: Mary Travers, James Hennessy, Don Battee, June Rose, Gabrielle Joy, Stephen Whitehead, Susan 
Whitehead, Alan Whitehead, Orlando Lucas, Leopold Lucas.  
 
Contact Aanya Mary (Curator) MusicArtsDance Screens, aanya@musicartsdance.com  
Tel:  0466 391 146.   WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, LINKED IN, TWITTER 
 

 

Don Battee Presenter: 
With a Masters in Business Administration and a Bachelor Degree of Fine Arts in Drama Don Battee is a producer, 
writer and actor for the stage and screen. Don has appeared in numerous television, film, theatrical and commercial 
productions across the Globe including cult classics The Matrix Trilogy, X-Men Wolverine, the time-honoured military 
hit The Sniper and children’s favourite Peter Pan. In 2012 he played the part of Myron Ritchie in Australia’s most 
successful and awarded film of that year The Sapphires. His substantial background in theatre includes residential 
performances of major roles at the Bell Shakespeare Company, The Mark Taper Forum, Stage West and The 
Melbourne Theatre Company. A resident of Australia he has written and researched three screenplays with historical 
stories that encompass Australia’s connection to black America both past and present. 
 

 

Aanya Mary Curator: 
As co-founding Managing Director of MusicArtsDance films, Aanya has been an active member of the Australian film 
industry all of her working life which commenced in 1985.  She has creatively produced the entire collection of 
MusicArtsDance films projects, and has been nominated twice at the AFI Awards.  In 2010 Aanya initiated the 
MusicArtsDance Screens project has been involved in exhibiting a number of high-end film cultural and community 
events. 
 

 
The Work of Angels  Frederick Douglass Nuala Ní Dhomhnaill 

   
FULL DETAILED PROGRAMME WITH FILM WRITE-UPS ARE AVAILABLE Tuesday 22nd April 2014   www.solferinocinemas.com 


